New Exhibit Follows Footsteps from

Mint to Museum

by Brett Fisher
The storied history of today’s Nevada State

Museum can be traced back all the way to the

American Civil War when the Carson City
Mint was just an appropriation on paper autho-
rized by Congress. But from the moment the first
coin was struck into circulation in February 1870
to when the museum’s first visitors filed through
the doors 71 years later on October 31, 1941, our
iconic mint building has made an indelible mark
on the legacy and culture of the Silver State.
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A view of the completed Mint to Museum exhibit.
Photo: Jeanette McGregor

The Nevada State Museum is proud to announce
the opening of the new Mint to Museum exhibit
on the second-floor landing of the historic Carson
City Mint building. With compelling graphic
displays along a visual timeline, the exhibit gives
this Nevada icon its long-awaited due.

top detail and right: A promotional paper fan in the
Museum's history galleries.
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A view of the Carson City Mint circa 1883. Courtesy
Nevada State Museum

But what few know is the backstory of this new
exhibit and the years of planning that went into it.

“We realized that there was no interpretation
about the Mint itself anywhere in the museum,”
said Exhibits Preparator Jeanette McGregor.

What the museum needed was the right space

to tell that story. The second-floor landing of

the Mint was envisioned as the ideal spot, so the
antique collectibles that had been on display there
were removed in 2019.

Over the next five years, the project had been
planned out, staged, and constructed with the
help of several staff members and volunteers,
including Curators Emeritus Bob Nylen and Gene
Hattori, Dr. George Baumgardner, Laurel Weil,
Jeanette McGregor, David Ornellas, Sandy Bell,
Suemi Atherton, Mary Covington, and Jim Grey.

“Everyone really did a fantastic job of bringing
the story to life in a way that engages visitors,”
Exhibits Manager Laurel Weil said.

Eager to view the new museum on opening day,

these visitors packed the stairwell and landing on
Nevada Day, October 31, 1941. Courtesy Nevada State
Museum

Spanning the length of the landing, the Minr

to Museum exhibit takes visitors on a journey
through time—from the building’s groundbreak-
ing to the first museum visitors. The permanent
exhibit space is also the first in the Nevada State
Museum to offer fully accessible interpreta-

tion and translation using the latest QR code
technology.

“This is a big step towards museum-wide transla-
tion, accessibility, and inclusion goals,” Weil said.




Exhibits preparator Jeanette McGregor installs a
graphic panel with the help of volunteer, Sandy Bell.
Photo: Laurel Weil

above: The meticulous planning that goes into an
exhibit is seen here in the development of the fimeline
and each exhibit panel. Photo: Laurel Weil

right: The final installation showing the fitle, fimeline, and
graphic storytelling. Photo: Jeanette McGregor

Near the end of the landing is a screen that plays
“Architectural Secrets of the Mint,” an in-house
video created to show visitors some of the exciting
things that exist behind the scenes of the historic
Carson City Mint building.

“During the filming and investigation into the
building’s secrets, several new discoveries were
made,” Weil explained. “The video production
reignited a sense of wonder and curiosity about
the building in which we work.”

With the Mint to Museum exhibit completed, the
story of what has been home to the Nevada State
Museum for over eight decades is now front and
center at the top of the grand old staircase.

“It feels good to finally have the story of the
Mint available to our patrons,” McGregor said.
“Their reactions to Mint to Museum have been
wonderful.”

The Nevada State Museum is planning a formal
grand opening of the Mint to Museum exhibit, but
no dates have been set. Stay tuned for updates on
special events in upcoming issues of Mint Edition.



Museum Accepts Donation of Cape
Worn by Early Nevada Businesswoman

by Jan Loverin,
Curator of Clothing and Texfiles

any of us are longtime Nevadans, and

some claim to have a generational history

here, but it is a rare opportunity to meet
someone whose ancestors were founding residents
of a well-established community. And so it was
when I met Lloyd Chichester, a direct descen-
dant of Mrs. Kate Smith Gage. Mrs. Gage’s first
husband was Cyrus Smith, who along with his
brother, Timothy, were well-established stockmen.
Coming from California, they settled in a valley
with lush green grass, which ultimately became
their namesake, Smith Valley.

Kate was born in Bath, England, and arrived in
Nevada in 1880. She married Cyrus Smith in
1881. Unfortunately, he died 10 years later, leav-
ing Kate with a large ranch to manage as well as
properties in neighboring Topaz. Eight years later,
in 1898, Kate Smith married Harrington Gage.

Mrs. Smith Gage was a very capable woman
who not only raised five children, but also estab-
lished herself as a successful and well-known
businesswoman.

Mr. Chichester, on behalf of his aunt, Alice Myre,
offered the Museum a beautiful black cape worn
by Kate Smith Gage. The cape is black silk with
a net overlay, which has been appliqued with an
elaborate floral pattern, further embellished and
edged with beadwork. The center front and hem
of the cape are finished with ruching and lace.
This cape, fashionable in the 1880-90 era, is in
excellent condition and could have been worn
when Mrs. Gage was in mourning. The family
also donated Mrs. Gage’s black parasol.

W

Black silk cape and detail of lacework, ca. 1880-90.
Photo: Jeanette McGregor




Calendar of Events

Check www.carsonnvmuseum.org/events

for more detailed information

Saturday, July 6
Historic Coin Press No. 1 history and
demonstration, 11 am-3 pm

Saturday, July 6

USS Nevada 110th Anniversary Self-guided
Scavenger Hunt, Nevada State Museum and
State Capirol, 11 am-3 pm

Saturday, July 13
Historic Coin Press No. 1 history and
demonstration, 11 am—3 pm

Saturday, July 13

USS Nevada 110th Anniversary Self-
guided Scavenger Hunt, Nevada State
Museum and State Capitol,

11 am-3 pm

Saturday, July 20

USS Nevada 110th Anniversary
Bactleship Virtual Reality Experience,
Dema Guinn Concourse,

10 am-2 pm

Saturday, July 20
Historic Coin Press No. 1 history and
demonstration, 11 am-3 pm

Saturday, July 20

USS Nevada 110th Anniversary Self-guided
Scavenger Hunt, Nevada State Museum and
State Capirol, 11 am-3 pm

Thursday, July 25

Frances Humphrey Lecture Series, “USS Nevada
Battleship Panel Discussion,” Dema Guinn
Concourse, 6:30-7:30 pm

Saturday, July 27

USS Nevada 110th Anniversary Battleship Virtual
Reality Experience, Dema Guinn Concourse,

10 am—-2 pm

Saturday, July 27
Historic Coin Press No. 1 history and
demonstration, 11 am—3 pm

Saturday, July 27

USS Nevada 110th Anniversary Self-guided
Scavenger Hunt, Nevada State Museum and
State Capirol, 11 am—3 pm

Saturday, August 3
Historic Coin Press No. 1 history and
demonstration, 11 am-3 pm

Saturday, August 10
Historic Coin Press No. 1 history and
demonstration, 11 am-3 pm

Saturday, August 17
Historic Coin Press No. 1 history and
demonstration, 11 am-3 pm

Thursday, August 22

Frances Humphrey Lecture Series,
TBD, Dema Guinn Concourse,
6:30-7:30 pm

Saturday, August 24
Historic Coin Press No. 1 history
and demonstration, 11 am-3 pm

Saturday, August 31
Historic Coin Press No. 1 history and
demonstration, 11 am—3 pm
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Saturday, September 7
Historic Coin Press No. 1 history and
demonstration, 11 am-3 pm

Saturday, September 14
Historic Coin Press No. 1 history and
demonstration, 11 am-3 pm

Friday, September 20
Nevada State Museum Coin Show, co-hosted with
Northern Nevada Coin, South Gallery, 10 am—4 pm

Saturday, September 21
Nevada State Museum Coin Show, co-hosted with
Northern Nevada Coin, South Gallery, 9 am—4 pm

Saturday, September 21
Historic Coin Press No. 1 history and
demonstration, 11 am—3 pm

Saturday, September 21

Tin Cup Roundup fundraiser by the
Friends of the Nevada State Museum,
the Governor’s Mansion, 4-8 pm

Thursday, September 26

Frances Humphrey Lecture Series,
TBD, Dema Guinn Concourse,
6:30-7:30 pm

Saturday, September 28
Historic Coin Press No. 1 history and
demonstration, 11 am—3 pm


http://www.carsonnvmuseum.org/events

Quest fo Restore 1967
Chevrolet Stepside
Pickup

by Brett Fisher

or years, the Nevada State Museum’s 1967
F Chevrolet Stepside Pickup had been parked

at the Indian Hills Curatorial Center off
Topsy Lane in Carson City, slowly succumbing
to the decay of time. But this year, Museum staff
and volunteers have taken the initiative to restore
the classic vehicle to its former glory as a mobile
ambassador for Nevada history and culture.

Thanks to connections with the Nevada
Department of Corrections, Silver State Industries
will be performing restoration work on the
pickup. The Friends of the Nevada State Museum
have taken the lead on fundraising. The inaugural
Nevada State Museum Car Show and a White
Elephant Rummage Sale were held June 29 and
the Tin Cup Roundup takes place Saturday,
September 21 at the Nevada Governor’s Mansion.

Stay tuned for a more in-depth look into the
pickup’s history and the progress toward its full
restoration coming up in the Fall 2024 Mint
Edition Newsletter.

Nevada State Museum’s 1967 Chevrolet Stepside
Pickup before restoration. Photo: Albert Depew

Field Trip to Fort Churchill State Park

by Brett Fisher

evada State Museum staff were invited out to
N Fort Churchill State Park and Buckland Station

on March 8, 2024 to provide their input on an
interpretive redesign of exhibit spaces at the site.

Exhibits Manager Laurel Weil said Museum staff
advised State Parks personnel on a host of topics,
including exhibits design and ADA compliance,

care and handling of artifacts, interactive elements,
museum best practices as well as common pitfalls and
their solutions.

Representing the Nevada State Museum at Fort
Churchill State Park and Buckland Station were

Weil, Exhibits Preparator David Ornellas, Facilities
Supervisor Albert Depew, Registrar Mary Covington,
Curator of Natural History George Baumgardner,
Curator of Anthropology Anna Camp, Anthropology
Archives Manager April Van Wyke, Store Manager
Cayce Weislow, Curator of Education Mahal Moon,
and volunteers Samantha Motta and Rachael Griswold.

Nevada State Museum staff and volunteers pose for
a photo with a State Parks ranger in front of Buckland
Station. Photo: Nevada State Parks staff

Cayce Weislow, Albert Depew, David Ornellas, and
Anna Camp listen to State Parks staff talk about Fort
Churchill. Photo: Nevada State Parks staff

Later in the Spring, staff from the selected contractor
attended the Frances Humphrey Lecture by Dr. Gene
Hacttori on historic Fort Churchill archaeology and
also toured Fort Churchill artifacts at the Nevada State
Museum.

“We will continue to be a resource for Fort Churchill
staff as they see their project become a reality over the
next year,” Weil said.



New Bee Hotel Now
Accepfting Residents

by Mahal Moon, Curator of Education
The Nevada State Museum’s bee hotel is now open!

Visit our pollinator garden at Loftin Park and see if
you can spot any of our buzzing friends searching
for a place to stay!

Bee hotels are essential shelters for solitary bees.
Unlike bumblebees and honeybees that live in colonies
and share resources, solitary bees gather their own
resources, build their own nests, and raise their young
independently. These bees, without honey or a queen
to protect, are excellent pollinators due to their gentle
nature, making them ideal for public spaces like the
museum.

Our bee hotel was constructed in three stages. First,
Exhibits Preparator David Ornellas crafted the frame.
Second, Family Fun Saturday participants lovingly
hand-painted small terracotta pots, which now serve as
individual “rooms” in the hotel. Third, with assistance
from Exhibits volunteers, we carefully secured phrag-
mite reeds into each pot to create safe, seasonal nesting
spaces for solitary bees.

We continuously monitor the bee hotel to ensure it
remains structurally sound for our solitary guests and
to prevent any harmful species from taking residence.
We encourage you to observe our bustling lodge
during your next Museum visit and witness these
industrious creatures in action.

above: Curator of Education Mahal Moon shows the
finished bee hotel. Photo: Laurel Weil

far right: Vintage Nugget cocktail napkin in the
Museum’s history galleries.

Welcome to Our Newest

Nevada State Museum Members!

New Members
Benefactor
Teagan & Lauren Pacheco

Sustaining

Kenneth & Teri Graf-Pulvino
Tracy McCandless

Nathan Porter

Charles & Margaret Robertson
Barbara Ann White

Family

Leticia Aguilar

Jeanne Basselgia & Lee Bunting

Rob Bowen

Rachel Brooke

Carl Chism

Gary & Sharol Collins

Erin, John, Hendiricks &
Joleen Davis

Mark & Malva Dieny

Maria, Ron, Michelle &
Sydney Dion

Joe & Irene Garcia

Julie Gingrich & Kelly Sullivan

Brenda & Jim Gundell

Pamela Hart

Laura & Jack Haverlock

Ryan & Babs Hickey

Richard Kapchuk

David & Colleen Keller

Kassie Kirch

Sheila Kover

Theresa Kuracina

Austin Liu

Terry & Deb Lorier

William & Fawn Michel

Derrek & Tyler Miller & Family

James, Grace & Van Nagel

Chai & Daniel Nelson

James Reno

Mark Skovina

Judy Snight

Grace & Max Sosa &

Christine Moreno
Steven & Barbara Stearns
Lynna Walker & Bev Schroeder
Laura & Michael Weston
Deborah & Daryl Yee Litt

Individual

Marge Breister

Noreen Bronicki

Laurie Carey

Andrew Dewey

Matthew & Kathleen Feiertag
Sidney Goldblatt

Veatrice Jehangir

Kelsey Jouanicot

Kevan Lesch

Eulla Loftin

Kappy Mann

Jennifer Milstein

David Miner

Thomas Pepper

Steve R. Seltzner

Cindy Thompson

Kathleen Walsh

Robert Wicks

John Zielinski & Jocelyn Turpin

Renewed Enhanced
Memberships
Benefactor

Visit Carson City, David Peterson

Contributing
Gilbert & Swainia Cochran
Tim & Sandra McFarren

Sustaining

Tom & Marilyn Barrella
Greg Berry & Diane Nedler
Patty & Treat Cafferata
Thomas & Phyllis Cates
Vernalee Correa

Lee Edwards &

Jane Sweetland-Edwards
Paul Esswein & Kathleen Plante
Edward & Rita Fincel
Rusty & Marie Goe
Betty J. Green
Julie & Richard Gutierrez
Mickey Hawke
Martha & Tom Keating
James and Debra Keck
Cecilia & Timothy Kness
Bill & Shelby Kolstad
Howard & Joan Lowe
Judith Melick & Maria Wilson
Irvin & Janet Miller
Theresa Oliveira
Jeffrey & Marietta Paul
Richard & Lisa Perry
William A. Rogers
George & Corinne Sakelarios
Zoleinna & Ken Schar
Richard & Julie Shupe
Lillian Tallman & John Kohr
John Ternau
Carole Terry
Mary & Kevin Winnett
Natasha & Jonathan Zittel




CONTACT the MUSEUM

775/687-4810
Fax 775/687-4168
carsonnvmuseum.org

Josh Bonde
Museum Director, 775/687-0655

j:-bonde@nevadaculture.org

George Baumgardner
Curator of Natural History, 775/687-0661

gbaumgardner@nevadaculture.org

Anna Camp

Tribal Liaison/NAGPRA Coordinator,
775/687-0664
acamp@nevadaculture.org

Jan Loverin

Curator of Clothing and Textiles,
775/687-6173
jloverin@nevadaculture.org

Kelly Brant
Membership Coordinator, 775/687-0657

membership@nevadaculture.org

Brett Fisher
Business Office Manager, 775/687-0656
bfisher@nevadaculture.or

Mahal Moon
Education Curator, 775/687-0658

mmoon@nevadaculture.org

Mary Covington
Registrar, 775/687-0659
mcovington@nevadaculture.org

Laurel Weill
Exhibits Manager, 775/687-0666
Iweil@nevadaculture.org

Albert Depew
Facilities Supervisor, 775/687-0654
adepew@nevadaculture.org

Cayce Weislow
Museum Store Manager, 775/687-0662
c.weislow@nevadaculture.org

Indian Hills Curatorial Center
775/687-3002

Marjorie Russell Clothing and Textile
Research Center
775/687-6173

Anthropology Resource Center
775/687-0665

Bretzlaff History Resource Center
775/687-0696 or 775/687-0697

Natural History Resource Center
775/687-0661
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